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TOPSHAM 
OF THE TOWN OF 
ANNUAL REPORT 
ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE 
BOARD O F S E L E C T M E N 
W I T H 
R E P O R T S O F T H E T R E A S U R E R 
A N D 
Superintendent of Schools 
OF T H E T O W N OF 
TOPSHAM 
For the Year Ending February 1, 
BRUNSWICK. 
INDEPENDENT JOB PRINT. 
1897. 
TOWN OFFICERS. 
FOR THE Y E A R ENDING FEBRUARY 1st 1897. 
S E L E C T M E N , ASSESSORS A N D O V E R S E E R S OF T H E P O O R , 
W . S . R O G E R S , 
E . L . H U N T E R , 
C . H . A L E X A N D E R . 
T O W N C L E R K , 
W A R R E N W . G O U D . 
T O W N T R E A S U R E R , 
W M . R . H I E D R E T H . 
COLLECTORS, 
E E B R I D G E C O R N I S H , 
W M . R . H I E D R E T H . 
S U P E R I N T E N D E N T OF S C H O O L S . 
E U G E N E T H O M A S . 
A U D I T O R , 
A . Q . G O U D . 
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E TO L E G I S L A T U R E , 
F. H. PURINTON. 
SELECTMEN'S REPORT. 
The Selectmen of the town of Topsham submit the fol-
lowing statement of the financial affairs of the town for the 
financial year beginning February 5th, 1896 and ending 
February 1st, 1897. 
The value of the taxable property on the first day of 
April, 1896, was as follows : 
Resident Real Estate, 
" Personal Estate, 
Non Resident Real Estate, 
" " Personal Estate, 
Total valuation, 
Number of taxable polls, 477. 
Assessed on each poll, $3.00. 
Rate of taxation on the dollar, 13 mills. 
$383,326 00 
101,110 00 
299,563 00 
10,660 00 
$794,659 00 
ASSESSMENTS. 
Common Schools, $1,800 00 
High School, 600 00 
Poor in the House, 300 00 
Poor out of the House, 711 00 
Abatements, 150 00 
Interest, 500 00 
Miscellaneous, 800 00 
Fire department, 350 00 
School books, 2 5 0 0 0 
Electric lights, 600 00 
4 
School house repairs, 1 , 0 0 0 0 0 
Repairs on town farm buildings, 200 00 
Memorial Day, 2 5 0 0 
New safe, 3 0 0 0 0 
Town debt, 1,000 00 
Overlaying, 2 4 : 0 7 9 
Amount for town purposes, $8,826 754 
County tax, 9 4 7 ? 9 
State L , ^ 2 
Supplemental tax, 6 0 5 4 
Total commitment, $11,822 11 
ABATEMENTS. 
D R . 
To individuals : 
A. E. Tedford, highway tax of 1894, $ 80 
J. F. Whitney & Son, overvaluation 1895, 3 36 
Louis Coombs, tax 1893, away, 3 80 
E. N. Noyes, property not had, 4 80 
Chas. Ward and Son, overvaluation 1895, 4 80 
Frank S. Trufant, property not had '95, 1 29 
Heirs of Betsey Morse, overvaluation '95, 2 60 
Isaac H. Small, property not had '95, 1 82 
Mrs. C. H. Small, overvaluation '95, 1 60 
C. S. Rogers & Co.,property not had '95, 28 80 
Chas. Hart, " " " " 40 
Alfred Gaudreault, error in assessment '95, 6 00 
Geo. R. Powers, 3 00 
Mrs. Amanda George, poll tax '95, 3 00 
Jos. Gaudaur, property not had '95, 5 00 
Julian Longtain, overvaluation '95, 8 00 
Zephen Fournier, taxed twice '95, 3 00 
Simeon Coffin, error in highway return, 90 
A. E. Tedford, property not had '96, 58 
W. B. Purinton heirs, Overvaluation of 
mill property 1896, 26 00 
5 
To Elbridge Cornish, collector, as 
follows : 
James Clark, poor, 3 00 
Bemier Zephen, taxed to another 
party '95, 2 35 
Micho, Chas. property not had '95, 1 84 
Micho, Jose " " " 1 84 
Micho, Aures " " " " 1 84 
Joseph Lebrum, taxed twice '95, 11 00 
Carrier Fausten, taxed to another party 
'95, 6 52 
John Belonger, same property taxed 
twice '95, 23 71 
Lydia Bouchard, taxed twice '95, 4 00 
Joseph Lachouse, property not had '95, 11 00 
White, Mrs. Chas. E., heirs of, error in 
assessment '95, 9 20 
Herbert H. Small, not had '95, 40 
C R . 
By balance due Feb. 5, 1896, $ 6 53 
By appropriation, 150 00 
Balance overdrawn, 29 72 
$186 25 
The new state law which went into effect this year 
obliges the collector to advertise and sell on the first 
Monday of December all the uncollected taxes on real 
estate of the preceeding year. 
The most of the taxes which we have abated could not 
be collected and we abated them rather than have the 
collector advertise and sell and thus make additional ex-
pense for the town. 
6 
HIGHWAYS. 
D R . 
Bills of 1895: 
E. C. Patten, labor, 7 65 
John Rolfe, nails, 4 32 
Geo. L. Howland, labor, 3 00 
C. W. Purinton, 41 25 
Eugene Thomas, trucking, 75 
Wm. Gillispie, labor, 1 25 
A. 0 . Hillton, " 1 90 
W. R. Hildreth, labor 6 71 
Androscoggin Water Power Co. plank, 4 26 
M. A. Tarr, labor, 2 97 
Harry Bailey " 38 
E. W. Mallett, labor, 75 00 
Lucien White, " 5 49 
Chas. Meserve " 2 00 
Eugene Thomas, " 42 00 
C. H. Brawn, 4 80 
G. L. Coiby, 3 90 
Howard Colby, " 3 82 
Augustus Leavitt, labor, 3 87 
Harry Bailey, " 45 
Llewellyn Cobb, " 6 25 
C. C. Haskell, 15 62 
S. C. Andrews and others, labor, 13 98 
C. E. and A. W. Tedford, 1 35 
Howard Cary, " 11 91 
Elmer Powers, " 1 37 
W. P. W. Purinton, 1 50 
Holman Foster, " 4 00 
Lewis Dubie, 10 50 
Fraucis Hunter, material, 4 89 
J. R. Edgecomb, labor, 7 20 
E. A. Hunter, " 8 65 
E. B. Sprague, " 15 83 
7 
Geo. R. Powers, labor, 7 38 
J. F. Mallett, 11 86 
W. A. Crocker, " 8 05 
C. S. Andrews, " 7 52 
Thomas Rogers, " 6 95 
Cyrus Flagg, 35 30 
C. P. Edgecomb, " 8 50 
T. S. Allen, labor, 5 00 
E. C. Tarr, 5 80 
B. M. Patten, " 7 83 
Henry Staples, " 4 00 
Chas. Clough " 67 
Wm. A. Foster " 7 60 
Aaron Goodwin, labor, 5 00 
Appleton Graves, " 1 09 
Albert M. Graves, " 2 47 
C. H. Colby, 5 00 
A1 red R. Hunter, " 5 60 
E. W. White, 9 25 
E. C. Mallett, 5 63 
E. M. Brown, material, 18 90 
Herbert Small, labor, 2 38 
Frank Cox, 7 32 
Thomas Coolen, " 75 
J. S. Knight, 6 60 
J. A. Smith, 5 80 
Albert Ward and others, labor, 12 45 
Bills of 1896. Highways, Stinson Bridge : 
Geo. Crowley, 
Frank Fish, 
Z. H. Noyes trucking, 
L. W. Tedford, " 
Wm. M. Howland, lumber, 
$5 40 
6 00 
22 77 
2 50 
110 00 
8 
Walter Cash, labor, 12 00 
G. E. Stinson, " 15 00 
Charles Hart, " 13 00 
Clarence Colby " 12 00 
Geo. L. Howland, lumber, 71 35 
W. E. Frost, freight on iron, 1 11 
S. W. Melvin, labor, 15 00 
C. H. Alexander, express on bolts, 1 10 
J. M. Howland, labor, 38 06 
Peter St. Petre, abutments, 75 93 
P. H. Winslow, iron, 53 73 
John Knights, labor, 6 00 
$460 95 
New Bridge and Abutments for Granny Hole Stream . 
J. W. Crawford, plan of abutment, 50 
J. H. Staples, coffer dam, 75 00 
H. B. Cobb, abutments, 897 56 
Geo. E. King Bridge Co., 1,387 00 
Isaac H. Danfortli, labor, 5 50 
Z. H. & W. S. Noyes, labor and ma-
terial, 30 75 
Frederick Danfortli, C. E. examination of 
Bridge, 20 00 
2,416 31 
Bills 1896: 
George Crawley, labor, 1 20 
Frank Fish, 2 17 
Geo. Alexander and others, labor, 15 00 
Richard Smith, labor, 3 37 
C. A. Ward and others, " 10 64 
I. C. Purinton, " 5 91 
Herbert Stuart, labor, 2 25 
Wm. J. Wilson, " 6 16 
E. L. Temple, " 52 
F. Cunningham " 2 25 
Frank Fish, " 2 00 
9 
Caleb Ridley, labor, 3 15 
W. T. Wilson, " 6 38 
Ellis Leavitt, " 4 15 
L. H. White, " 20 31 
F. W. Eaton, " 1 20 
George Crowley, " 6 87 
Almond Farren, " 7 37 
Harry Barron, " 1 25 
Nathan Stewart, " 2 38 
George Carter, " 2 50 
Richard Smith, " 1 37 
Wm. Gillispie, " 3 75 
George Crowley, " 1 62 
J. A. Tarr, " 3 60 
Milton Ward, " 1 60 
Howard Cary, labor, 14 55 
C. C. Haskell, " 67 
Almond Farren, " 1 62 
C. S. Robinson, " 1 20 
L. H. White, " 16 30 
Howland Bros., 3 44 
J. P. C. Fall, labor, 2 25 
W. H. Haley, " 4 95 
Aaron Goodwin, " 8 53 
Geo. L. Alexander and others. 11 87 
Lewis Caron, labor and damage, 13 00 
Mrs. H. P. Thompson, sand, 3 75 
Sam'l L. Tyler, labor, 5 00 
Harry Dufrense, " 9 2 5 
Earnest Wilson, " 3 0 0 
Geo. Carter, " 7 3 7 
C. H. Colby, sand, 9 1 2 
Sam'l Knight, labor. 4 5 0 
W. S. Rogers, watering privilege, 3 00 
Abraham Bouchard, labor, 2 00 
H. B. Cobb, fixing piers Main st. bridge, UU 
W. 8. Rogers, labor, b u u 
IO 
John Rolfe, material, 4 57 
D. S. Colby, labor and material. 2 54 
J. W. Cornish, labor, 38 
Alvin Bickford, material, 3 00 
C. A. Graves, labor, 4 38 
Jos. Dufrense, " 8 06 
Win. J. Wilson, " 1 22 
F. H. Purinton, " 3 84 
$303 38 
Total, $3,704 16 
C R . 
By balance due Feb. 5, 1896, $1,943 41 
By balance due Feb. 5,from Cathance 
Bridge account, 499 15 
By temporary loan as per vote of the 
town, 1,000 00 
Balance overdrawn, 261 60 
$3,704 16 
COMMON SCHOOLS. 
D R . 
Teaching: 
Jennie M. Williams, $80 50 
Winnifred Stevenson, 78 00 
Hattie Goodwin, 66 00 
Clara M. Read, 66 00 
A. E. Hunter, 81 00 
Hattie H. Fisher, 60 50 
Clare P. Hussev, 84 00 
Clara E. Coombs, 96 00 
Nettie Alexander, 84 00 
Martha R. Purinton, 63 25 
Walter M. Williams, 84 00 
Helen L. Smith, 78 00 
11 
Jennie M. Williams. 
Cora L. Staples, 
Clarence Colby, 
Clara E. Coombs, 
Hattie E, Goodwin, 
Nettie Alexander, 
Clare P. Hussey, 
Winnifred Stevenson, 
Abbie E. Hunter, 
Hattie H. Fisher, 
Martha R. Purinton, 
Helen L. Smith, 
Abbie E. Hunter, 
Hattie E. Goodwin. 
Martha R. Purinton, 
Emma P. Williams, 
A. E. Williams, 
Hattie H. Fisher, 
Clara E. Coombs, 
Clare P. Hussey, 
Winnifred M. Stevenson, 
Cora L. Staples, 
Helen L. Smith, 
Jennie M. Williams, 
Evelyn M. Worthley, 
Supplies, 
E. C. Patten, 
G. B. Luce, wood, 
A. S. Jack, wood, 
C. W. Purinton, wood, 
U. A. Jack, wood, 
Charles Meserve, wood 
Elbridge Cornish, 
A. E. Hunter, 
Hiss C. A. Graves, wood, 
65 00 
71 50 
68 75 
96 00 
60 50 
90 00 
90 00 
70 00 
78 00 
66 00 
66 00 
71 50 
78 00 
77 00 
77 00 
80 50 
80 50 
77 00 
112 00 
107 00 
105 00 
91 00 
91 00 
98 00 
7 00 
$2,895 50 
15 
7 37 
4 62 
14 37 
2 75 
13 50 
12 97 
15 
5 50 
12 
A. C. Shorey, 2 0 0 
W. H. Haley, wood, 2 00 
Geo. H. King & Merrill erasers, 2 00 
Win. Gillispie, labor, 3 75 
Eugene Thomas, expense teachers' meet., 5 00 
A. S. Jack, wood, 1 75 
J. F. Chaney, coal, 26 16 
John Rolfe, nails, 20 
L. M. Williams, wood, 6 87 
E. W. White, wood, 9 00 
Geo. B. Luce, wood, 14 75 
Nathan Stewart, labor, 8 78 
Wm. Gillispie, labor, 1 68 
W. H. Haley, wood, 10 00 
B. M. Patten, " 15 50 
Wm. Mctf'adden, 2 74 
Elmer Rogers, labor, 1 00 
J. F. Chaney, coal and table, 121 64 
Town of Lisbon, tuition, 25 00 
J. A. Cone, care of house, 22 50 
Clare P. Hussey, care of house, 2 00 
Helen L. Smith, " " " 3 00 
Electric Light, 2 30 
Mrs. Elizabeth Grady, cleaning house, 3 00 
Josiah Orr, trucking, 50 
J. A. Cone, care of house, 22 50 
W. T. Wilson, labor, 2 50 
J. A. Cone, care of house, 22 50 
Everett Furbush, transporting scholars, 75 00 
$477 00 
$3,372 50 
Balance due Feb. 1, 1897, 2 005 49 
$5,377 99 
13 
C R . 
By balance due Feb. 5,1896, $\218 31 
" appropriation, 1,800 00 
" interest on school fund, 33 36 
" Wm Additon, tuition, 7 00 
" mill tax, 1,319 32 
$5,377 99 
H I G H SCHOOL. 
D R . 
J. A. Cone, teaching, $862 87 
J. A. Cone, care of house, 22 50 
J. A. Cone, piano, 50 00 
Wm. Gillispie, labor, 2 22 
J. A. Cone, supplies, 2 75 
Nathan Stewart, labor, 2 92 
J. F. Chaney, coal, 39 88 
Electric Light, 1 5 0 
$984 64 
Balance due Feb. 1, 1897, 2 5 2 7 4 
$1,237 38 
C R . 
By balance Feb. 5, 1896, $386 88 
" appropriation, 6 0 0 0 0 
" received from state, 250 00 
" " from C. W. Purinton, 50 
$1,237 38 
14 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
D R . 
BILLS OF 1895 . 
To Joseph Whitney, Treas. salary, stamps and 
stationery, 1 3 
A. Q. Goud, Auditor, 6 0 0 
E. M. Brown, " 5 0 0 
Eugene Thomas, looking up title and deed to 
school house lot, 2 50 
Wm. Gillispie, sawing wood for office, 50 
C. E. Lancaster, reporting births and deaths, 5 25 
J. C. Purinton, office supplies, 3 55 
W . R. Hildreth, balance service as Selectman, 25 00 
M. C. Hall, service as Town Clerk, recording 
births', deaths and for stationery, 23 42 
A. C. Shorey, printing town reports, 45 90 
K. W. Mallett, balance service as Selectman, 25 00 
E. W. Mallett,, wood, 2 50 
Eugene Thomas, balance service as Selectman, 100 50 
W . P. W. Purinton, Justice Peace fees, 1 25 
Eugene Thomas, bal. Supervisor of Schools 
to March 2, 1896, 22 00 
Eugene Thomas, expenses at meeting of State 
Assessors at Bath, 1 50 
Byron Stevens, book for office, 2 75 
BILLS OP 1894 . 
T. M. Giveen, balance service as Town Clerk, $1 20 
Geo. Stinson, service as Ballot Clerk 1894, 2 00 
$ 3 4 9 77 
$3 20 
BILLS OP 1896 . 
E. L. White, opening town hall, $ 3 00 
L. H. White, wood for office, 2 00 
W. S. Noyes, assistance taking valuation, 2 50 
Eugene Thomas, service as Supervisor of Schools 
to Jan. 26, '97, 144 10 
J. C. Purinton, office supplies, 4 7 1 
J. C Purinton, supplies for Supervisor, 4 08 
E. C. Plummer, information from the Custom 
House, Bath, 5 00 
15 
Loring Short & Harmon, books for office, 16 13 
A. Q. Goud, supplies for Board of Health, 78 
Moses C. Barnes, for sheep killed by dogs, 3 00 
F. A. Racklev, " " " " 15 00 
C. A. Ward, •< " " " 3 00 
W. S. Rogers, paid Justice Peace fees, 75 
W. W. Goud, service as Town Clerk in part, 20 00 
Caleb Ridley, watching nights of July 3 and 4th, 4 00 
W. T. Wilson, do do 4 00 
D. S. Colby, voting booths, 27 44 
J. C. Purinton, supplies for Selectmen and 
Supervisor's office, 5 05 
L. E. Smith, rent of Agr'l Hall, 25 00 
W. L. Small, painting voting booths, 3 28 
Jos. Whitney, Election Clerk, 4 00 
Wm. Dniming, " " 4 00 
J. F. Chaney, " " 2 00 
W. R. Hildreth, posting warrants and notifying 
town officers, 6 30 
C. P. Edgecomb, wood for office, 5 00 
H. O. Curtis, salary of Board of Health and 
expenses, 35 68 
H. O. Curtis, reporting births and deaths, 2 50 
W. M. Pennell, insurance on Alms House, 25 00 
G. J. Roy, reporting births and deaths, 4 50 
W. R. Hildreth, Com. on tax of 1896, 100 00 
Weston Thompson, legal services, 55 00 
Elbridge Cornish, Com. on taxes, 292 77 
W. S. Rogers, service as Selectman to Feb. 1, HI 75 
E. L. Hunter, service as Selectman, 85 00 
C. H. Alexander,service as Selectman to Feb. 1, 130 00 
$1,539 29 
C R 
By appropriation, 
J. H. Staples, old lumber, 
Overlavings, 
Supplemental tax, 
State burial, B. D. Carter, 
" Dog licenses returned, 
R. R. and Tel. tax, 
Balance overdrawn, 
$800 00 
5 00 
240 79 
60 54 
31 00 
92 70 
112 18 
197 08 
$1,539 29 
16 
SCHOOL BOOKS. 
D R . 
To balance overdrawn last year, $79 18 
Eugene Thomas, express paid, -10 00 
Byron Stevens, 24 02 
Maynard Merrill & Co., 10 80 
Eugene Thomas, express paid, 3 80 
Ginn & Co., 56 20 
Oliver Ditson Co., 4 80 
Silver Burdette & Co., 76 22 
Byron Stevens, 14 45 
Eugene Thomas, express paid, 2 25 
American Book Co., 45 17 
Silver Burdette & Co., 5 40 
CR. 
By appropriation, $250 00 
By balance overdrawn, 82 29 
$332 29 
$332 29 
SCHOOL HOUSE REPAIRS. 
D R . 
To John Rolfe, nails, $ 40 
Josiah Orr, trucking, 75 
Y. A. Jack, curtains, 2 40 
Walter Cash, labor, 3 75 
S. T. & E. M. Brown, lumber 9 82 
Francis Hunter, supplies, 86 
Henry Staples, labor and materials, 11 40 
Eugene Thomas, services, 9 00 
A. J. Dennison, labor, 1 13 
Wm. Gillispie, " n 25 
Nathan Stewart, " 3 Q0 
17 
W. E. Frost, freight, 43 42 
Abraham Bouchard, labor, 23 37 
Josiah Orr, trucking, 50 
Wm. Gillispie, labor, 7 20 
J. F. Mallett, 25 60 
George B. Luce, " 46 13 
Gilbert G. Cox, " 78 75 
L. M. Williams, " 24 47 
Eugene Thomas, 33 60 
George H. Berry, labor, 10 00 
D. S. Colby, 3 20 
I. S. Allen, 34 50 
H. Campbell, 38 00 
G. H. Berry, 32 35 
Walter Cash, 4 00 
Albert M. Graves, " 17 13 
F. A. Rackley, labor and material, 26 62 
S. T. Brown, lumber, 20 90 
C. P. Edgecomb, labor, 30 05 
F. W. Atkinson, labor, 21 00 
Gilbert G. Cox, labor, 11 44 
Eugene Thomas, 6 70 
W. H. Haley, labor, 15 75 
Kendall & Whitney, supplies, 5 75 
Geo. E. Stinson, labor, 5 35 
0 . D. Case & Co.' material, 54 64 
A. R. Hunter, labor, 16 00 
F. H. Purinton, labor, 2 30 
C. &. T. W. Fogg, lumber, 43 20 $735 68 
Balance due Feb. 1, 1897. J ^ 67 
$1,052 35 
C R . 
By balance due Feb. 5, 1896, $52 35 
appropriation, l f iOOW ^ 
i8 
NEW STREET NEAR O. E . BURKETT'S. 
D R . 
Z. H. & W. S. Noyes, 
C R . 
By balance due Feb. 5, 1896, 
Balance overdrawn, 
30 33 $30 33 
7 10 
23 23 
To interest paid, 
INTEREST. 
Dr. 
CR. 
$618 69 
$30 33 
$618 69 
By balance due Feb. 5, 1896, $68 12 
appropriation, 500 00 
Elbridge Cornish, interest on taxes, 30 00 
balance overdrawn, 20 57 
$618 69 
FIRE DEPARTMENT. 
To balance overdrawn Feb. 5, 1896, 191 88 
Lucien White, trucking, 50 
Nelson McFadden, cleaning snow off cisterns, 8 40 
W . P. W . Purinton, clerk, pay roll, 22 20 
Brunswick Electric Light and Power Co., 14 68 
Peter St. Peter, stone work, 2 00 
C. I. Giveen, clerk, pay roll, 26 50 
C. I. Giveen, clerk, for forest Are, 15 50 
Star Belting Co., hose, 38 00 
Electric lights, 12 00 
Bowdoin Paper Co., damage to hose, use of 
pnmps, etc., 138 00 
J. F. Chaney, coal, 9 7 5 
F. H. Puvinton, labor, 1 10 
J. F. Chaney, coal, 6 25 
C. I. Giveen, clerk, for services of the Co. at 
Cornish, McFadden fire, 90 50 
C. I. Givejn, clerk, pay roll, 3 5 00 
C. I. Giveen, clerk, services of the Co. at 
Hunter Are, 93 7 5 
C. 1. Giveen, clerk, pay roll, 30 25 
736 26 
19 
C. I. Giveen, clerk, for paid help outside of 
the regular company for services at the 
Cornish, McFadden and Hunter fires, 160 75 
Town of Brunswick for fire department, 74 00 
C R . 
By appropriation, 350 00 
balance overdrawn Feb. 1, '97, 621 01 
E L E C T R I C LIGHTS. 
D R . 
To paid agent, $530 58 
balance Feb. 1, 1897, 88 14 
C R . 
By balance due Feb. 5, 1896, 18 72 
appropriation, 600 00 
TOWN FARM. 
D R . 
To inventory Feb. 5, 1896, 758 60 
bal. overdrawn, '95, 30 19 
paid Chas. Ward balance salary 
due, Feb. 5, 1896, 50 00 
H. O. Curtis, medical aid, Mrs. Cole, 1 00 
supplies, 9 
supplies, 58 83 
supplies, 95 88 
supplies, 9 3 44 
supplies, 6 6 0 9 
Ridley & Eaton stove, 6 70 
Chas. Ward, salary in part, 140 00 
balance due Feb, 1st, 1897, 9 3 51 
234 75 
$ 9 7 1 0 1 
$ 9 7 1 01 
$618 72 
$618 72 
$1,403 37 
20 
C R . 
By appropriation, 0 0 
produce sold, 83 
produce sold, 
produce sold, 93 44 
produce sold, 66 84 
inventory Feb. 1st ,1897, 788 38 ^ ^ ^ 
POOR OUT OF THE HOUSE. 
D R . 
To balance overdrawn, Feb. 5th, 1896, 04 
BILLS OF 1894 . 
Geo. Stedson, supplies B. Carter, $ 69 
C. E. Lancaster, medical aid for Robert Higgins, 6 00 
$6 69 
BILLS OF 1895 . 
Pejepscot National Bank, rent for Ed. Brawn, $24 00 
E. W . Mallett, taking Carter child to Boston, 8 00 
Francis Hunter, supplies to Mrs. Dunham Berry, 3 50 
Eugene Thomas, supplies for Faulkingham family, 1 92 
Francis Hunter, supplies Mrs. Berry, 50 
Manning S. Campbell, for C. J. Colby, 32 64 
AVm. Burger, rent for Faulkingham family, 15 00 
Town of Lisbon, rent for Frank Ricker, 30 00 
$115 56 
BILLS OF 1896 . 
S. T. and E. M. Brown, wood for Mrs. Dunham 
Berry, $ 7 5 
Wm. J. Wilson, wood for Wm. Berry (repaid), 1 75 
II. O. Curtis, medical aid for Ed. Brawn's family, 20 50 
Pejepscot National Bank, rent for Ed. Brawn's 
family, 21 0 0 
Manning S. Campbell, for C. J. Colby. 35 80 
A. Q. Goud, supplies for Mrs. Dunham Berry, 1 50 
Everett White, rent " 3 00 
C. E. Lancaster, medical aid " JO 75 
21 
Town of Lisbon, rent for Frank Ricker, 67 80 
Town of Lisbon, rent for Mrs. Harrison Ricker, 39 20 
H. E. Coolidge, legal service Ricker case, 3 50 
Wm. J. Wilson, wood for Mrs. Dunham Berrv, 75 
C. H. Alexander, service and expenses Ricker 
case, Lisbon, 4 25 
W. S. Rogers, " " 4 25 
$214 80 
$748 09 
CR. 
Appropriation, $711 00 
By money returned by Wm. Berry, 1 75 
Balance overdrawn Feb. 1, '97, 35 34 
$748 09 
In the case of the Rickers we were not aware that the 
Town of Lisbon was furnishing aid until in the summer, 
when we were notified of Mrs. Ricker's distress more than 
three months after they commenced to furnish aid, we re-
fused to pay all that part of the bill contracted prior to 
the three months' notice required by law, at the same 
time we found we were liable for rent for Frank Ricker, 
no notice being required as it was continuous aid from 
last year. Mr. Ricker has a large family and we thought 
it cheaper to pay rent than to bring them to the farm, but 
in December we decided that it would be better policy to 
take them to the farm unless they could manage to pay 
the rent themselves. 
Accordingly we gave them a week's notice and then 
went with an officer to remove them if necessary. 
After being summoned before Mr. Coolidge, a trial 
Justice, and finding that he must go, he obtained the 
amount required and paid a mouth's rent in advance thus 
breaking up the continuous aid and we believe that unless 
he should be sick the town will have no more bills to pay 
011 his account. Some of Mrs. Ricker's friends not caring 
to see her go to the farm, got in their work first and 
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moved her into Topsham the day before we got there, 
where they obtained a room for her free of rent. We 
found she was not likely to be any expense there and 
took no further action. 
HIGH SCHOOL BUILDING. 
D R . 
Bills paid 1896 : 
To H. Purinton, trucking, $2 50 
W. E. Frost, freight, 1 19 
Geo. E. Stinson, labor, 2 00 
R. C. Pingree, sash and windows, 17 76 
W. E. Frost, freight, 2 17 
E. S. Hackert & Son, cementing 
basement, 160 00 
E. M. Brown, clay, 25 00 
Eugene Thomas, material, 28 
F. H. Purinton, labor, 80 
$211 70 
CR. 
By Peter St. Peter, overpaid '95, $42 00 
balance, 169 70 
$211 70 
CISTERNS. 
D R . 
To Howland Bros., lumber, 4 3 5 
balance due Feb. 1, 1897, 26 
$4 61 
CR. 
By balance due Feb. 5, 1896, $4 61 $4 61 
23 
BANK B U I L D I N G ACCOUNT. 
D R . 
Bill of 1895. 
To J. M. Howland, labor, 19 86 $19 86 
REPAIRS ON T O W N F A R M BUILDINGS. 
D K . 
To W. E. Frost, freight on shingles, $3 75 
Elijah Allen, labor, 29 92 
Chas. Ward, bills paid for labor, 5 00 
Wm. M. Howland, lumber, 13 00 
C. & T. W. Fogg, shingles, 50 00 
Elijah Allen, labor, 15 00 
S. T. Brown, lumber, 1 40 
Ridley & Eaton, 9 44 
Milton Ward, labor, 6 93 
Balance due Feb. 1, 1897, 65 06 
$200 00 
C R . 
By appropriation, $200 00 
NEW SAFE. 
$200 00 
D K . 
To I. G. Elder, freight on safe, $ 5 06 
Leonard's Express, moving safe, 3 00 
Geo. E. Foster & Co., safe, 125 00 
Balance due Feb. 1, 1897, 166 94 
$300 00 
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CB. 
By appropriation, $300 00 
$300 00 
We purchased for the town as large a safe as could be 
put through the doors of the building in which it is 
located, it will hold only the books and papers of recent 
years and there are many other record books and papers 
stored in the office, which, if the building should burn 
would be destroyed and we recommend that the balance 
of the appropriation be used for the purchase of another 
safe. 
E L B R I D G E CORNISH, Collector. 
• D R . 
$9,295 72 
9,087 93 
9,616 85 
14,722 64 
$42,723 14 
To commitment of 1892, 
" 1893, 
" 1894, 
" 1895, 
Cr. 
By paid Town Treasurer, $41,768 34 
balance due Feb. 1, 1897, 954 80 
,723 14 
Much of the balance on Mr. Cornish's books are worth-
less assets and were the day they were committed to him 
and will be found in all four of the commitments, for this 
reason we have recommended a larger amount than usual 
for abatements. 
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WM. R. HILDRETH, Collector. 
D R . 
To commitment 1896, $11,822 11 
$11,822 11 
C R . 
By tax collected, $8,433 71 
balance due Feb. 1, '97, 3,388 40 
11,822 11 
T R E A S U R E R ' S R E P O R T . 
TOWN OF TOPSHAM, in account w i t h W . R . HILDRETH, 
Treas. 
D R . 
To town orders paid from March 21, 1896 to 
Jan. 30, 1897, $11,922 54 
Paid State tax, 1,986 89 
" County tax, 947 89 
" school house debt, 1,000 00 
" town notes, 3,500 00 
By balance in treasury, 170 50 
CR. 
$19,530 52 
By balance in Treasury March 21, 1896, 000 00 
E. Cornish collector '93, '94, '95, 4,176 03 
" " " interest, 30 00 
W. R. Hildreth, collector, 1896, 8.433 71 
State of Maine High School, 250 00 
" " " mill tax, 1,319 32 
" " " R. R. & Tel. tax, 112 18 
balance Mustard fund, 9 28 
Wm. Additon, tuition, 7 00 
High School wood and lumber, 5 50 
State Treasurer dog license refunded, 92 70 
Win. Berry money refunded, 1 75 
order overdrawn by Peter St. Peter, 42 00 
Warrant No. 820 from State Treas., 31 00 
Town of Bowdoinham, 5 00 
" " Brunswick, 16 05 
Loans, 5,000 00 
-$19,530 52 
T H E CARRIE EMUS FUND. 
Rec'd of Joseph Whitney, Treas., 
Mar. 21, 1896, $228 12 
Int. on same to Oct. 1, 1896, 9 20 
$237 32 
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Paid W. J. Wilson, care of lot, 2 00 
Bal. Oct. 1, 1896, 235 32 
$237 32 
REPORT OF T H E T R U S T E E S OF T H E M U S T A R D F U N D . 
D R . 
To interest on the Mustard Fund, $84 47 
C R . 
By paid Insane Hospital for C. J. Colby, $71 72 
paid for wood Miss Farr, 4 00 
paid for wood and coal Mrs. Flagg, 8 75 
$84 47 
L I A B I L I T I E S . 
Mustard fund, $2,937 50 
Bonds, 2,300 00 
School fund, 667 28 
School building loan, 6,000 00 
Bridge loan, 1,000 00 
Temporary loan, 500 00 
Interest bearing debt, 13,404 78 
Common schools, 22,005 49 
High School, 252 74 
School house repairs, 316 67 
Electric lights, 8 8 1 4 
Town farm, 9 3 5 1 
Cisterns, 2 6 
Repairs on town farm buildings, 65 06 
New safe, 166 9 4 
Mustard fund, 9 2 8 
Old order, 1 8 7 
Outstanding orders 1896, 6 1 3 300609 
$16,410 87 
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R E S O U R C E S . 
Due from Elbridge Cornish, Col., 
" W. R. Hildreth, Col., 
Non-resident taxes of 1889, 
" 1890, 
Due from Town of Freeport, 
Balance in Treasury Feb. 1, 1897, 
Town debt, 11,788 34 
$16,410 87 
$954 80 
3,388 40 
56 00 
33 08 
19 75 
170 50 
By refering to the town reports of 1892 and '94 it will be 
seen that $3,300 of town bonds were paid, without any 
assessment being made for that purpose, the money with 
which they were paid for being unexpended balances in 
the treasury, but due the several accounts and as it was 
not needed for current expenses and doing the town no 
good, it was thought best to pay the bonds and stop the 
interest, but now we come to a year where, on account 
of unusual bills on the highways, caused by the freshet, 
the large balance due that account was called for and 
more, and on account of the disastrous fires in the village 
that account has been largely overdrawn, and because of 
the amount necessary to complete the school building for 
which there was no appropriation, that money, or a part 
of it, was called for, and, as will be seen above, we have 
been obliged to make a temporary loan of $500 to pay run-
ning expenses, but the town has been the gainer by saving 
the interest on the $3,300 worth of bonds. 
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APPROPRIATIONS 
RECOMMENDED FOR 1897. 
Abatements, $ 3 0 0 0 0 
Miscellaneous, goo qo 
Poor in the House, 300 00 
Poor out of the House, 300 00 
Fire Department, 350 00 
Highways (cash), 3,000 00 
Electric lights, 600 00 
Interest, 600 00 
Town Debt, 1,500 00 
The School Committee recommend the following sums 
for: 
Common Schools, $2,000 00 
High School, 600 00 
School Books, 300 00 
Respectfully Submitted, 
W . S . R O G E R S , ) Selectmen, Assessors 
E. L. H U N T E R , [ and Overseers 
C. H. A L E X A N D E R , ) Poor of Toj oor f Top sham. 
I have examined the accounts of receipts and expendi-
tures presented by the Selectmen as Selectmen, Assessors 
and Overseers of the Poor, for the town of Topsham for 
the year to Feb. 1st, 1897, and find them correctly kept 
and properly vouched for. 
The accounts of the Treasurer, Wm. R. Hildreth, I 
have examined and found correct. 
A. Q. GOUD, Auditor. 
SCHOOL REPORT* 
In accordance with custom, your School Committee 
submits the following report for the year of 1896. 
There were 542 scholars in town on April 1st, 1896, 
according to the census taken. This makes an increase of 
35 scholars since the previous ceusus. 
R E P A I R S O F S C H O O L P R O P E R T Y . 
At the annual town meeting last year an appropriation 
of $1,000 was made for repairs of school property in town. 
New desks were put into three schoolhouses and slate 
blackboards in all school houses but one. Hard wood 
floors were put into two of the houses where new desks 
were placed. 
All school houses in town, outside of the village, have 
been painted iuside and out and many of them were 
papered. Some have been plastered where it was needed. 
The underpinning of several has been repaired and two 
houses have been shingled. Also the outhouses have 
been repaired or rebuilt where needed. One house still 
needs shingling and the chimneys of two houses need 
some repairs. 
With the exceptions just mentioned, the school houses 
throughout the town are in excellent condition. It is 
true, however, that the fences around several of them 
need to be repaired or rebuilt. 
The Committee thought that, while making permanent 
repairs, it was best to get good seats, blackboards and 
floors as thus they would last many years without neces-
sitating any further expense in that direction. 
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Our school property will now compare favorably with 
that of most towns in the state 
L E N G T H OF TERMS. 
A change was made in the fall from our old custom in 
town and the fall term was lengthened to fourteen weeks, 
bringing the vacation during the holiday season and mak-
ing the wiuter term shorter. This will, of course, make 
the balance in the treasury smaller on account of having 
paid for teaching more weeks in the fall term than usual. 
There is one other item which it has been customary to 
carry to the credit ot the school account, but which has 
been carried this year, to another account, viz.; the Rail 
Road and Telegraph tax. This will necessarily make the 
balance to the common school account that much smaller. 
SCHOOL BOOKS. 
The school book account has been drawn upon heavily 
on account of some accounts running over from last year, 
also the introduction of new arithmetics the present year. 
On account of grading up the High School during the last 
three years many new books have had to be purchased 
for that school and some of them quite expensive. The 
Committee has found it necessary to purchase some as-
tronomical charts for the High School and reading charts 
for other schools, which are very expensive as compared 
with ordinary books. 
There was no way but to take the amount for their 
purchase from the School Book account. Consequently 
several quite birge bills have been paid out of the Book 
nccount, which were not for books but for apparatus for 
the use of schools which were actually needed in carrying 
the work of the schools to advantage. 
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VILLAGE SCHOOLS REFERENCE L I B R A R Y . 
Through the efforts of your Superintendent, a subscrip-
tion amounting thus far to One Hundred and Twenty 
Dollars, has been obtained towards purchasing a reference 
library for the schools in the village. 
With the amount raised we shall be able to make an 
excellent start towards a good library for reference for 
the teachers and scholars. The School Committee takes 
this opportunity to thank all those who havfe contributed 
towards this object. Part of the books so subscribed for 
have already been purchased. 
Names of those who have subscribed to date : 
Capt. Jacob Merriman. C. M. Pennell, 
J. F. Chariev, Wm. S. Rogers, 
Eugene Thomas, Everett L. White, 
C. W. Purinton, C. G. Wheeler, 
John A. Cone, A . Q. Goud, 
F. (J. Whitehouse, Dana S. Colby, 
E. M. Brown, J. A. Fisher 
F. H. Purinton, George Goud, 
Capt. David Scribner, John Purinton, 
A. W. Dennett, C. H. Alexander, 
Frank Stockman, F. H. Blondel. 
A. M. Edwards, 
CABINET OF MINERALS. 
In connection with procuring a reference library came 
the idea of starting a collection of minerals for a cabinet 
for the schools. 
Mr. J A. Fisher of the School Committee, has presented 
some excellent specimens of quartz and feldspar, and 
various other kinds of minerals. Mr. Cone has also pre-
sented some fine specimens of granite, marble, lava, lime-
stone, beryl, tourmaline and fossiles. J. F. Chaney of 
the School Committee, has also presented some very fine 
specimens of gray copper ore and galena containing silver, 
also specimens of talc, from Colorado. Your Superinten-
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dent, some time since, made arrangements with parties in 
Alabama to forward to him at his expense, samples of 
several kinds of iron ore, kaolin, sandstone, limestone 
and petrified goads, fruits and wood, and has received 
notice that they have already been shipped to this town. 
Specimens for this collection will be thankfully received 
from anyone who may see fit to contribute towards the 
same. 
H I G H SCHOOL. 
Mr. J. A. Cone, Principal, has worked untiringly for 
the advancement of the school. 
Since he came to take charge of this school it has in-
creased, in the number of scholars attending, from 28, his 
first term, to 53, last term. He is doing an excellent work 
in the school and allows no opportunity to pass which he 
does not seek to turn to its advantage. Our High School 
has been continually graded up for the last three years, 
until now the scholars show a greater interest in their' work 
in the school and are accomplishing more than at any pre-
vious time for many years. 
Increased interest has been manifested in the school 
throughout the town as shown by the constantly increas-
ing number attending it from out of the village. During 
last term there were 53 scholars registered in the High 
School and 21 of them came from outside the village. 
Thus it is shown that the course in the High School is ap-
preciated and taken advantage of by people from all sec-
tions of the town. 
On account of having one session each day, quite a num-
ber of scholars have driven in from outside in the morning 
and home at night. In several districts they have taken 
advantage of this and combined by different ones furnish-
ing a team on different days. 
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REMAINING V I L L A G E SCHOOLS. 
It has been the endeavor of the School Committee to en-
courage good, honest work on the part of the teachers and 
scholars, and they have succeeded, to a great extent, in 
accomplishing what they were striving for. 
It is now necessary for scholars to show a required 
amount of work performed before they will be allowed to 
advance from one grade, or class, to another. 
It may be well at this time to mention briefly that dur-
ing last fall term (which is probably an average term of 
the year) there were 151 scholars attending the village 
schools. During the same term there were 127 scholars 
attending all the schools in town, outside the village, com-
bined. 
Thus it can easily be seen that a little over 54 per cent, 
of the scholars in town are being educated in one school 
building in the village. 
PIANO FOR HIGH SCHOOL. 
At the last annual town meeting the town gave the 
school committee authority to use fifty dollars, from the 
regular appropriation, for the purchase of a piano, with 
the understanding that the balance of the purchase money 
should be raised from other sources. 
Accordingly a piano was purchased for one hundred and 
thirty dollars and has been fully paid for, principally 
through the exertions of the teacher of the High School 
and the scholars of that school. 
The pleasure and profit already derived from the use of 
the piano have fully recompensed those who have worked 
so earnestly for its payment. 
RURAL SCHOOLS. 
Not much more can be said about the rural schools than 
has already been said. 
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It has been the intention and endeavor of the committee 
to furnish these schools with good teachers. In several 
schools we have succeeded in getting excellent teachers, 
in some, good ones, and in a few, the teachers have not 
given the satisfaction which was expected and desired. 
In all cases we have endeavored to correct any mistakes 
which have been made in a previous term. 
We feel that, on the whole, our schools have been suc-
cessful and that good work is being done throughout the 
town for the education of the young people growing up 
among us. 
At the annual town meeting, one year ago, the town 
voted to authorize the school committee to make investi-
gation in regard to the need of a school near the free 
bridge, and to make such temporary arrangements as they 
deemed best and report to the annual town meeting this 
year, or to call a special town meeting in regard to the 
matter if they thought best to do so. 
The committee investigated the matter with a view of 
hiring some house or rooms for the purpose of running a 
school there temporarily, but were unable to procure any 
such place. 
It will probably need about ($1500) fifteen hun-
dred dollars for the purchase of a lot and to build a school 
house suitable for the purposes needed. This matter, with 
estimates of cost, &c., will be presented more fully at the 
town meeting. 
Respectfully submitted, 
SCHOOL IN " N O Y E S V I L L E . " 
E U G E N E THOMAS, Superintendent. 

